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LOVE of GOD unto all ſuch as are 
convinced of T RUTH, and 
do not Obey it, 


HE breaking forth and dawning of the day is very plea. 

ſant unto ſuch as have long walked and been wearied in a 

night of darkneſs, for by the appearance of the day there is 

a diſcovery of the crooked paths in which there hath been 
2 ſore travel whilſt darkneſs over-ipread; and in ſome meaſure 
there have many ſeen this day to dawn, and it bath been pleaſant 
to'them in its appearance, as making thoſe things manifeſt, which 
in the darkneſs they could not ſee, and by the manifeſtation many 
have been convinced of the evil deed of darkneſs, and alſo of the 
[Truth ; and ſo, the day-ſpring from on bigh bath wiſned,to give light 
to many that ſat in darkneſs, by which they lee what 1s good and whit 
13S evil: butall have not obeyed, and therefore many are yet co- 
vered with darkneſs, notwithſtanding they are convinced, and the 
Seed is yet in bondage though the Light hath ſhined;for many may. 
be convinced. of evil apd not forſake it, and they alſo may be con- 
vinced of what is 200d and not come to live in 1t ; and this is for 


want of obedience to the Light _ viſiteth and convinceth, = 
that 
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# that is the ground why darkneſs Randeth and che Seed iS burdened, : 


for none can come out of darkneſs but in the Light which reproves 
it ; and though People may be convinced of all the deeds of dark-= . 
neſs, and the evil of them, yet if they do not obey the Light which- =: 2 
convinceth,and deny thoſe deeds which the Light reproveth, there BE 
' 18 a continuance. in them,notwithſtanding there be a convincement 
in the conſcience to the contrary: and this is-2 diſobedient ftate,by 
which the Light is denyed and not the darkneſs, and'unto this ate 
there are many ſripes belong ; for they that know their Maſters: 
will aud do it not, they moſt be beaten with many ſiripes : Therefore ; 
you that be convinced with the Light,and ate not yet come into 0 
bedience, fo as to deny that Which you are convinced is evil;and to 
live in that Which you are convinced is g00d, be mindful-to anſwer 
the requirings of God, and keep cloſe to the-Light which convin=- 
ceth you of that which i$evil, andſa love the Light and obey it, as 
to confeſs it and bear teſtimony to it ; and whatfoever would let or - 
binder you for obeying, deny it, and take up the Croſy unto it; for 
many tumble at the Croſs, by which they are bindied from obeying 
the Truth ; and that which'ftumhlgs at the Craſs, will deny Chriſt 
when he ſhould be confeſſed; and they which deny him before men, he 
will dewy ther before his Father which t in Heaven: (ſo mark) there is 
none that are to expe& that Chiiſt will confeſs rhem before his Fa- 
ther in Heaven, but as they confeſs his before men upon earth, and (0 
Come to be his Witnefles uponEarth,in a true and faithful teſtimo- 
Ty, by denying the darkneſs, and confefling him the'Lrghr ; and 
this is the Croſs which muſt be taken up before there be a true Diſ- 
ciple ; for they that deny not themſelves, and take ny the Croſs and 
follow Chrift, they are not his Diſceples ; (0 a Diſciple is known by ſelf- 
denyal, and ſubmitting ro the daily Croſs, that is a mark of a Diſ- 
<iple, for by that 'they,are known to follow Chrift in his Light, as 
Children of obedience ': now many may be convinced and yet not 
come to be Diſciples, becauſe they do not obey the Light unto | 
Telf-denyal, nor ſubmit unto the daily Croſs, and ſo keep that life - | 
«nd nature living which is to be crucified;and ſuch never come, in 
that Rate, to be Gods Witneflesypon earth,though they be convin- 
<ced of what'is Truth ; therefore all are'to examine what'it is thet 
kingers you from obeying the Truth, forif you do not ſearch itour 
wich the Lizhr, and ſo'deny Ut,. and Take'up the Croſgunto it, jor : 
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will-find ittobe-a hinderance to you all your dayes, and ſo. you 
will never come to confeſs'Chrilt before men, but,on the contrary, 
deny him; and then what will he do for you before his Father-in 
Heaven, but as you have done unto him before men upon Earth ? 
Now as you mind the Light which conyinces you,ic will let you ſee 
every particular thing that hinders you from obeying; for the Light. 
will ſearch unto it, and find it out, and make you ſenſible of it,and 
then you will ſee that ,you are in love with ſomethings more than 
Chritt,/and that you do-not anſwer the Light as Children of Obe= 
61ence, and fo ny particular thing which hinders you from obey- 
mg,will be manifeft in the Light,as you mindiit;and there you will 
know Whether you love Father or Mother,Wife or Children, Houſes 
or Lands, worldly Honour or Eiteem, more then you love Chiiſt, 
and how-they have hindred you from obeying the Truth,. avd how 
ſcorn, :and reproach, and perſecution, Which ſuch ſuffer 2s live in 
the Truth, how thoſe rhings have hindred you from obeying it ; 
and ſo you will come to ſee in your ſelves what is the hinderance, 
as you mind the Light with which Chriſt enlighten you, and by 
which he convinceth you, For, have you not purpoſed ſometimes 
to:draw nigh, and have not-thoſe things hindered you ? and when 
ye have purpoſed to go forward, have they not drawn you back a- 
o4in? and doth not the Szed of God trevel in pain, as being op- 
preſſed with that nature which you ſhould deny and crucifie ? and 
1s not that Hagar and her Son, which is to be caft out ? for Hagars 
Son muſt not inheritwith /ſaac who is the Heir of Promiſe : there- 
fore all wait inthe Light with which Chiilt Jeſus doth enlighten 
you, and be faithful to every manifeſtation of the Lightin youzthat 
as you are perſivaded that Chriſt doth enlighten you, ſo you maybe 
perſwaded to obey the Light which doth convince youz:;and (a 
through obedience came to witneſs Redemption.and Salvatian/by 
his Power : for as'you yeild your ſelves ſervants to obey; huntcHig 
will turn-you, and convert you, andirvork deliverance for you and 
there you will kno himanhis power, who 15able by-his power'to 
ſubdue all things.to. himfeif.; and a9 yow come to be cotverted by 
his poiver, youll feebhisvirtae and goodnefs in aweet fayour, 
for he loveth the:Childterbof: obedience, who drewilling:to tun 
unto him ; and in/ your obedience: unto -bims. his-Life-will rife; 1 
you, and there you will-know _ ireams with:which Et 
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know the River which maketh glad his Heritage ; for until you be 
converted and turned unto God through obedience to the Light, 
you neither taſte nor feel the vinue of his Life, but fit io the Land 
of Famine and ſore drought, and there you are as dry and unfruit- 
ful branches, that cannot bear fruit for want of nowuhment ; for 
until you obey the Light, and come out of Darkneſs, you are rooted 
in a bad ground, and bring forth unſavoury fruit, and whileR that 
Randeth, the good Seed is hindred from ſprouting forth in its owry 
nature, and there can be no fruit to Gods glory, but what the Seed 
brings forth in its own nature ; for im the Seed is the Teſtimony by 
Which God is glorified, and all born of the Seed are Gods Witneſ- 
ſes upon earth, and they are not aſhamed to confeſs the Truth be- 
fore men; for where any are convinced of Truth, and are afhamed 


to confeſs'it, there is not faithfulneſs unto that which convinceth, 


and ſo the Power is not felt that beareth teſtimony with boldneſs - 
and this maketh many to conform unto that which they are convin= 
ced is not the Fruth; and to deny that which they are convinced 
18 the Truth ; ſo that where they ſhould confeſs, they deny ; and 
where they ſhould deny, they confeſs; and here the teſtimony fal- 
teth, and the hands of evil- doers are Rrengthened, and the diſobe- 
dient bring trouble: upon therr own conſciences, for there 1s no 
true peace With God in a diſobedient ſtate, But ſome may ſay, We 
fee many that have long profeſſed the Truth, that do not ſo fully anſwer 
all things in a clear Teſtimony; and we alſo ſee others, that ſeemingly 
did bear a large Teſtimony, and Jet are turned again to the courſe of 
the world - And ſeeing ſome fail , and others fall, we are ready 
t0 queſtion, whether it be really Truth in the ground, becauſe Truth u« 
able-to preſerve either from failing or falling ? If thou give way, and 
jJoyt unto ſuch reaſonings and queltjonings, thou mayeſt ſoon be 
hindred from obeying the Truth ; yea if thou waſt going forward, 
fuch thiovgs would draw thee-back again, and ſome have ſuffered 
loſs inthat very place; forit is the work of the enemy to draw the 
eye abroad to keep his own Kingdom ſtanding at home, and to ef- 
fe his defhen, he ſets hig. own work/1n: others ts be viewed ;: for 
if thou'that' makeſt ſuch an ObjeRion,)doſt but mind the Light and 
Truth'in thy «wn Conſciencezand keep thy eye into that, thou wilt 
fee and' difcern: that ſuch failings and fallings come to paſs by 


yeelding to temptations, by which the mind is enticed and drawn 
from 
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om the Truth, and ſo thou wilt ſee the Truth Rand: clear in it 

ſelf notwithſtanding ſuch things may happen unto ſome-that-have 
long profeſſed it + For by ſuch queſtionings the Enemy labours to 
hinder thee from obeying the Truth in thy ſelf, becauſe fome that 
have profeſſed it fail in performance, and others fall back and 
abide not ; now if thou mind the Truth'in thy ſelf, thou wiltſee that 
ſuch things are not of or from the Truth, but of the-Enemy ; and 
thou wilt alſo ſee that it is the Enemy- in thee which draws out thy 
mind to look abroad,and thereby to hinder thee from minding and 
obeying Truth in thy ſelf; and if he can work his work, he then 
ſaves his own Kingdom, and holds thee Captive under his power; 
but if thou mind the Light in thine own Conſcience, thou wilt ſee 


. what Truth is in itſelf, andif thou love it; to obey-and follow ir; 


thou wilt witneſs a going forward in it, and that will take away all 
occaſion of ſtumbling from before thee, and the Teſtimony of 
Truth will ſpring and live in thee, and as thou liveſt in that, it will 
preſerve and keep thee; and then the failings and fallings of ſuch 
as do not live and abide inthe Truth, will not come nigh thee, and 
ſo thou wilt witneſs a growth in the Truth, though /ſome.:may fail 
and others may fall ; and that will cauſe; thee to be more in love 
with Truth, becauſe it preſerves thee; for the danger lyeth in look- 
ing forth, by which the Enemy hath an advantage to deceive, and 
ſo the eye is more abroad, and taking notice of what.others do 4- 
miſs, than it is at home. to behold Truthin its own naked fampli- 
City, innocency and purity z and..then the Enemy -begetteth hard 
thoughts of Truth, becauſe ſome fail and others fall, and chat muſt 
needs hinder from obedienceto the Truth, where it is ſo. There- 
fore ſeeing the Enemy hath ſuch cunning devices to deceive thee; 
thou (houldeſt watch to the Light with which-Chrit Jeſus doth-en- 
lighten thee, and waitin the Light for power torefilt thy Enemy, 
and ſo when he would break in upon thee, the Light will lift up it 
ſelf a tandard againſt him, and then thou wite know-where the 
Croſs Rtandeth, and what is to be crofſed when it moveth; and as 
thou abideſt in» the Croſs to every motion that would draw.out thy 
mind frem the Truth, ſo thou wilt come to:receive Truth in its 
own power, life -and virtue, and in the Truth: thou wilt receive 
Krength to go forward through all oppofitions that would hinder 
thee, or drive thee back, and the Light and Power will take _— 
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unibling-Blocks from before | 
tn-obediehce;-and that will make the:yoke exfie to thee; and the 
my-plait before/thee; and then thou wilt Come to feel whar Truth 
is in it ſelf, and what it is'unto- thee, and that will put the Queſti= 
6a:r down, bzcauſe thou art come to underſtand that to be true 
which he queſtioneth. Oh therefore love the Truth,as nothing may 
binder thee any longer from'obeying it; for if thowſo:love ir, thou 
wilt be drawn by it'to-live init; and bear. Teſtimony to ir, and that 
will free thee from thofe burdens which thou beareſt in the diſobe< 
dience; for whileſt the'corrupt and diſobedientnature liveth above 
the Seed, there is a burdened Conſcience, and a woutded Conſci- 
ence, and a troubled Conſcience ; but as the Light: is obeyed,'it 
worketh by 1ts'own. power, /and purgeth out corruptiens, by which 
the oppreſſed tomerh'to'be eafed : And fo thou; wilticome'to res 
ceive Faith in the power, and thereby get victory over'the world; 
and over the fleth, and over the devil,” which is thy Enemy ; and 
then thou wilt come to witneſs a growth in grace and godlineſs, and 
the Seed willbrivg forth the fruit of its own nature in'thee, and thy 
Teſtimony will bz fonnd ro Gods 'glory, and that will multiply 
peace and bleffing upon thee ; therefore letnot the workd entangle 
thee, nor ſcorm or reproach diſcourage thee, nor perſecution af- 
fright thee, but yeetd thy ſelf to obey the Light with which Chriſt 
Jeſus doth enlighten thee, for it will be better for thee ro ſuffer af- 
fuition wth the People 4 God, than to exjoy the pleaſures off fin for a ſea- 
ſou ; but'sf thou rux with the multicade to do evil, rhon wilt fall into the 
ſame deſtruttios, and then tiry ſorrow will bz heavy upon thee, and 
thy perplexiry a perpetual imiſery. Oh that thos wonldeſt couſuder the 
things which belong to thy peace, before calamity come upon thee, and 
do'not Rand at fuch x: diltance- from. the Light which-convinceth 
thee ; farindwrhere isa'door open, and thou knoweſt not hory foon 
it may (hut'upon thee;! andHow is the day of ſalvation, and thou 
art not ſur<hoiv long ir may be continued to thee: therefore believe 
inthe Light whil& thou haſt' che Lighr, that thou mayeſt be a 
child'offLight ; for untibthou come to be a child of Light, and to 
watk inthe Light, 'thog arcnot'in rhe Saints fellowſhip/and inhe- 
raance, theushiwichithe Lightchou b2:convinced; So wait t6 learn 
of the Lightas'thy Teacher, and follow the Light as'thy Leader, 
thzt: chou mayeſt not only ſtand in rhe knowledge of what thou 
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what thou ſhonldeſt live in, but live init : And ſo ungodlineſs and 
worldly tufts will-die, and righteouſneſsand codlineſs Will ſpring 
up and live, and in that nature thou wilt bear 'a right Image aftet 
him that hath created thee ; and as thou learneſt thou wilt under- 
find more perfectly ; for by learning, thy underſtinding will be 0- 
pened and informed,and that will make thee of a good underſtand- 
ing in hexvenly things; Therefore be mindful to learn of Chrift 
Jeſus as thy Teacher, 'and follow him 1s thy Leader and Way unts 
God, for none can come to the Father but by him, nor none can inherit 
Life but who are born of hi; and as thou waiteſt to learn, thy un- 
derftanding will be evlarged,and then live in that which gives thee 
underſtanding, and ſo thy ignorance will vaniſh aWay, and ſound 
wiſdom will take place, and thou wilt there fee Chrift Foſs 3n the 
beanty of his holineſs, and receive conſolation'in'the virtue of his 
Life, and ſo thon wilt be able to bear reftimony to-him from a good 
underſtanding'of him ; and if thou here land fatthful, he will be 
with thee in all trials: which come upon thee” becauſe of thy Te- 
fimony, iid thou wilt know #hidipg-place Jn Rofniles; and a fure 
refuge in diftteſs'; for a8 thou'reterveR Thiit Jeſus'in bis Light, 
and in his Light abideſt, thou art with hitm-of whomit is ſaid, that 
he liveth,and there thou haſt darkneſs under thy feet #s a foot-ſtook 
and treadeſt upon the high places of the Earth, by which thou com- 
eſt to be unloofed from ajl entanglements, and to be freed from all 
burdens; and to rejoyce 1n the glorious Liberty ; and ſo thou com- 
eſt to fit down in a quiet habitation, and in a ſure dwelling, and to 
feel the preſence of the Lord God, and peace and ſatisfaction in 
it. And as ſome may be hindred from obeying the Truth, in not 
minding to follow it, ſo. ſome-may_ be hindred from obeying the 
Truth in running forwardly before it ; and ſoone may lie queſtion- 
ing and lingring, and the other may run haſtily in preſuming ; and - 
this is a diſobedient ſtate as is the firſt ; For if there be not a Rtand- 
ing in the fear, there may be an intruding into thoſe things which 
:have not been ſeen, and thereby the fle(hly mind may vainly be 
puffed up; and whets thjs;commeth to paſs, there is not a bolding 
of the Head, from which all the Body, by joynts and bands having non- 
riſhment muniſtired and kni together tncreaſeth wh the mereaſe of God. 
Ando a haſty and forward willer and xunner is in the {ame fiate of 


"_ 


[Te pe" LAT : _ , 
£ FS < EXIF Be; RD 2, Seb Fs , DET 85” "FAY 
LR 5; by _—_ T FS 6 $56 KEE oO CONS TCD "IE " nnd AD 2994-4 
7 .. : > LLP bas F424 EE Ln Se rn, > 7 >> >. © T5 ha ne ION . 
2 EL _—_ SY G : 5 A * EPS 7 CE WIL 
G £ Db 


L 


© ESE * 


n LS 
> TY 


A "han 
© £4.31 TS; 


<difobedience a8 is: the bickward- Lingere 
1s. 


Er 


20 


- <5, [2 i 

"£ —— ; 

—z 4 © xk 
$258 - 


r; forthe Lighris not 
minded as. a Leader by cither ; Andiin this difobedientate of in- 


rrudingand preſuming, the. Seed. of God is held:in-great bondage " i 


with corruption. - $0 all are to mind the Light by which. they may 
ſee their preſent Rates and conditions, andmwhat the Light maketh 
manifeſt ro be a hinderancefrom obeying the Truth, to deny it and 
take up the-Croſs-unto it, and then the Light will draw ſuch for= 
ward;as are queſtioning and lingeting,.and. pull ſuch back again ag 
are intruding and preſuming ; and fo the way of peace and life will 
be witneſſed by all ſuch 'as are obedient, and the Lord God wil 
manifeſt himſe|f unto: them, and ſhew them his ſalvation, andthey 


will find « ſure reſting place in him that lives for ever ; and here eve= | 
ry one will knoF-not: only a good, beginping, but alſo.a good end. * | 
ing, and.then-they. well iriſh their courſe im joy, and not i» grief, ; 


ed ſorrow , andſoall walkingin tzue obedience to the Light,thers | + 
5s no occaſion of Rumbling,nor-no occaſion of failing or falling,et= 
ther;by liogring or prefumiog ; but as the Light.convinceth, fo it 
will lead, redeem and.ſave, andihar is the gathering power, and 
preſcxving power of el oed, £2040 that.zs-the unity-and fellow- ; 
ſhipof the Saints;7and the atind which humbleth itſelf unto ir, and © 

iveth in it, 1s-directed and ordered by it2o the praiſe and glory 4 
of Almighty God, ns OT OM iT Lay! , EN 
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